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« Stress the purpose, goals and
rationale.

« SB 119 would ensure that rural
and urban public school students
across the state have access to
new materials every year.

+ Research shows that students in
schools with large book collections
make better gains in reading.

- Expenditures for updating library
collections appear to be linked to
student achievement.

+“The libraries in the high-perform-
ing schools spend over 25% more

http://www.legi

on books and print materials per 100
students than those in the low-per-
forming schools.” An Essential Connec-
tion, p. 45, by Robert Burgin, 2003.

«The crunch in educational funding has

impacted school library budgets to
the point that some schools have no
library budget.

- The cost of resources goes up every

year, even as budgets get smaller.

- Some schools can not fund popular

reading programs such as Battle of the
Books.

“An Act relating to grant programs to support libraries?.  TIMELINE as or2/17/0¢:

2007-2008 School Year":

Steps Completed:

+ SB 119 passed out of the Senate Finance
Committee 2/8/08.

+2-11-08 SB 119 was amended to add the
public library proposal.

- SB 119 went to Senate Rules Committee
2/18/08.

2008 Changes to SB 119:

SB 119 now includes
TWO library grant programs.
The one we have been working on
is now named Sec. 14.56.360.

Both grant programs are needed
for libraries and would be good,
responsible ways to spend
state money that would have
long-term impact.

* Sec. 14.56.355 is a public library
construction and major expan-
sion matching grant program.
This is a capital expenditure and
matching funds will come from
the Department of Commerce,
Community, and Economic De-
velopment for communities with
less than 10,000 people.

» Sec. 14.56.360 is a public school
library collection development
grant. This grant is an operating
expenditure and a division of
the State Library will award and
administer the grants. Grants
will be no more than $3000 for a
fiscal year and used to improve
school library collections. School
library eligibility is based ona a
specified set of of criteria.
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Please support SB 119 as it makes
it's way through the House this leg-
islative session. Your AKASL rep-
resentative will keep you updated
when your support is needed to
contact legislators.
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